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CONEIDENTIAL CAIRO 3092 

EXDIS 

EOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON, NEA EROM AMBASSADOR 

1. YESTERDAY'S PRESS REPORTED THAT THE SECRETARY HAD INVITED 
PRINCE EAHD TO VISIT THE US ON MARCH 14. LAST NIGHT I RECEIVED 
A TELEPHONE CALL FROM FAHMY ASKING ABOUT THE STORY. IT HAD 
BEEN EAHMY'S UNDERSTANDING THAT SADAT WOULD BE THE EIRST ARAB 
LEADER TO BE INVITED. COULD I CONEIRM THE PRESS STORY. 

2. 1 TOLD HIM I WOULD HAVE TO QUERY THE DEPT ON THE STORY, 

SINCE IHAD NO INDEPENDENT INFO. 

3. WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY INFO YOU MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
ON THE FAHD VISIT. I, TOO, HAD BEEN UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
THAT SADAT WAS TO BE THE EIRST ARAB LEADER INVITED. 

ALTHOUGH SADAT HAS SET GREAT STORE ON THAT, I DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT IT IS A CRITICAL MATTER. HOWEVER, IF FAHD IS INDEED 
COMING IN MARCH, I DO BELIEVE WE OUGHT TO GIVE THE EGYPTIANS 
SOME EXPLANATION AS TO WHY THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE 
IN SCHEDULING. 
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